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The  mission  of  The  Lincoln  Museum  is  to 

interpret  and  preserve  the  history  and  legacy  of 

Abraham  Lincoln  through  research, 

preservation,  exhibitry  and  education. 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  AND  THE 
AMERICAN  EXPERIMENT 


To  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
United  States  was  a  noble 
experiment:  The  last  best  hope  of 
proving  to  the  world  that  a  free 
government,  chosen  by  the  people, 
could  lead  a  great  nation.  But  could 
such  a  government  survive?  The 
Civil  War  was  a  test  whether  "any 
nation  so  conceived  and  so 
dedicated,  can  long  endure."  Victory 
was  necessary,  Lincoln  believed,  not 
only  to  end  slavery  in  the  South,  but 
to  preserve  the  Founding  Fathers' 
dream  of  a  republic  governed  by  the 
people.  In  the  conclusion  of  the 
Gettysburg  Address,  he  linked  the 
nation's  sacrifices  to  the  future  of 
America's  experiment  in  self- 
government. 


The  Lincoln  Museum  experience  begins  In  the 
spacious  main  lobby. 


Gettysburg  Mural  reproduced  from  a  charcoal  drawing  by  Leone  Bracker,  1933.  (#17201 
'We  here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not  have  died  In  vain  -  that  this  nation,  under  God,  shall 
have  a  new  birth  of  freedom  -  and  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people,  shall 
not  perish  from  the  earth. " 

Abraham  Lincoln 

Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  November  19,  1863 


LINCOLN'S  AMERICA 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  February  12,  1809  in  Kentucky,  then  a  frontier 
state.  His  family  joined  in  the  westward  migration,  settling  in  southern  Indiana 
when  he  was  seven  years  old,  remaining  until  they  moved  on  to  Illinois  in  1830. 

In  Lincoln's  day,  the  future  of  the  United  States  was  uncertain.  The  concept 
of  self-government  had  never  before  been  tested  on  such  a  large  scale.  By  the 
1850s,  the  American  experiment  showed  signs  of  coming  apart  on  regional  lines; 
separate  cultures  were  developing  in  the  North,  the  West,  and  the  South. 

The  Dynamic  North 

The  North  was  strong  in  manufacturing  and  commerce.  It  was  a  seedbed  for 
fashions,  inventions  and  ideas.  From  1850  -  1860,  2.7  million  immigrants  were 
part  of  a  general  U.  S.  population  increase  of  8.2  million.  Most  of  these  new 
Americans  lived  in  the  North.  Railroads  enabled  farmers  and  manufacturers  to 
ship  produce,  commodities,  and  goods  to  distant  markets.  By  1850,  the  state  of 
New  York  had  more  factories  than  all  the  Southern  states  combined. 

In  a  speech  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Lincoln  spoke  up  for  striking 
Massachusetts  shoemakers:  "I  am  glad  to  know  that  there  is  a  system  of  labor 
where  the  laborer  can  strike  if  he  wants  to.  ^^  (March  5,  1860) 

If  slavery  prevailed,  Lincoln  warned,  "instead  of  ^hit^  laborers  who C3n  strike, 
you'll  soon  hai^e  black  laborers  who  can't  strike.  ^^  (March  5,  1860) 


Economic  growth  was  the  hallmark  of  'The  Dynamic  North. 


The  Expanding  West 

From  1815  to  1850,  the  population  of  the  West  burgeoned.  On  average,  one 
new  state  entered  the  Union  every  three  years.  Abraham  Lincoln  grew  up  with 
the  West.  On  the  Indiana  frontier,  where  he  lived  from  the  age  of  seven  to  twenty- 
one,  people  were  self-reliant.  Lincoln  learned  to  swing  an  axe  so  skillfully  that  he 
would  later  become  known  as  "the  Railsplitter,"  but  unlike  most  frontiersmen  he 
did  not  like  to  hunt,  nor  did  he  drink  alcohol,  which  he  said  made  him  feel  "flabby 
and  undone." 

After  moving  to  New  Salem,  Illinois,  in  1832,  he  tried  his  hand  at  a  succession 
of  trades.  He  ran  a  general  store  until  it  "winked  out";  he  served  as  postmaster, 
partly  so  he  could  keep  up  on  politics  by  reading  the  newspapers  that  passed 
through  the  post  office;  he  taught  himself  surveying;  and  in  the  Black  Hawk  War 
of  1832,  he  joined  the  Illinois  militia  and  was  elected  captain  of  his  company.  He 
saw  no  combat,  but  years  later  he  joked  about  making  "charges  upon  the  wild 
onions'' and  waging  "bloody  struggles  with  the  musguetoes'' [sic]  (July  27,  1848). 

Springfield,  Illinois,  was  Lincoln's  hometown  from  1837  to  1861.  There  he 
married,  had  four  children  (and  lost  one),  practiced  law,  ran  for  Congress,  and 
was  elected  president. 


Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  were  part  of  "The  Expanding  West. 


« 


\,why  will  you  ask  us  to  deny  the  humanity  of  the  slave?** 

Abraham  Lincoln,  October  16,  1854 


The  Prosperous  South 

At  the  age  of  nineteen,  Lincoln  got  his  first  view  of  the  Deep  South  when  he 
was  hired  to  take  a  load  of  farm  products  by  flatboat  to  New  Orleans.  He  and  a 
companion,  Allen  Gentry,  set  out  from  Rockport,  Indiana,  in  April  1828.  They 
floated  1,200  miles  down  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi;  below  Baton  Rouge,  they 
fought  off  a  group  of  would-be  robbers,  slaves  from  a  nearby  plantation.  After 
selling  their  cargo  in  New  Orleans,  Lincoln  and  Gentry  explored  the  city. 


Slave  markets  and  slavery  flourished  in  New  Orleans,  the 
Souths  largest  seaport;  so  did  a  sizeable  population  of  free 
"gens  de  couleur. " 


/  9-year-old  Lincoln  pilots  the 
flatboat  to  New  Orleans. 


World-wide 
demand  for  cotton 
was  high,  and 
many  planters 
grew  rich,  but 
much  of  their 
wealth  was  tied  up 
in  land  and  slaves. 
By  the  1850s,  most 
Southern  planters 
paid  their 
operating  expenses 
with  loans  from 
Northern  banks. 
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He  read  all  the  books  he  could  get  his  hands  on. 

Lincoln's  stepmother,  Sarah  Bush  Johnston  Lincoln 

Encouraged  by  his  friend  John 
Todd  Stuart,  Lincoln  pored  over 
borrowed  law  books  and  was  licensed 
as  an  Illinois  attorney  in  1836.  Lincoln 
had  a  masterful  courtroom  manner.  He 
was  willing  to  masquerade  as  an 
ignorant  hick,  but  he  soon  closed  in  for 
the  kill. 

The  national  sport  of  mid- 19th 
century  America  was  politics.  Lincoln 
entered  the  political  arena  as  a  state 
legislator.  During  his  four  terms  he 
spoke  out  for  the  principles  of  his  Whig 
party:  economic  opportunity  and 
internal  improvements.  Lincoln's  years 
in  the  Illinois  legislature  introduced  him 
to  practical  politics. 

As  a  legislator  in  Springfield, 
Lincoln  learned  the  arts  of  compromise, 
persuasion  and  quick  thinking. 


Lincoln's  ambition  and  hard  work  culminated  In 
his  nomination  for  president  by  the  Republican 
Party  In  1860. 


On  September  9,  1836,  Lincoln  was  licensed  In  Springfield,  Illinois, 
to  "practice  law  In  all  courts  of  state. " 


(( 


'Any  man  who  took  Lincoln  for  a  simple-minded  man  would 
very  soon  wake  up  with  his  back  in  a  ditch.  '^ 

Leonard  Swett,  Lincoln's  friend  and  fellow  lawyer 


Abraham  Lincoln  met  the  vivacious  and  intelligent  Mary 
Todd  when  she  moved  from  Kentucky  to  Springfield  to  live 
with  her  older  sister,  Elizabeth  Todd  Edwards.  She  was 
twenty-one;  he  was  thirty  years  old,  a  rising  politician  and 
lawyer.  After  one  broken  engagement  the  couple  reconciled 
and  set  a  firm  date.  They  were  married  on  November  4th, 
1842.  He  gave  Mary  a  ring  inscribed,  ''love  is  eternal,  '^and 
wrote  to  a  friend  soon  after:  ''my  marriage...  to  m.e,  is  a  matter 
of  profound  wonder  " 
6 


The  Linco/ns  were  never 
photographed  as  a 
couple,  but  In  1 846  they 
posed  for  matching 
portraits  (here  blended 
Into  a  single  Image). 
These  are  the  earliest 
known  photographs  of 
Abraham  and  Mary 
Lincoln. 


« 


We  were  thunderstruck  and  stunned;  and  we  reeled  and  fell  in 
utter  confusion.  But  we  rose  each  fighting.,. ''   Abraham  Lincoln 
describes  his  reaction  to  news  of  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act, 
October  16,  1854 


In  1846,  Lincoln  was  elected  to  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives 
and  served  for  one  term.  He  lost  interest  in  politics  after  the  Compromise  of  1850 
appeared  to  halt  the  expansion  of  slavery. 

Lincoln's  interest  in  politics  was  rekindled  when  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act 
passed  in  1854,  allowing  slavery  to  spread  into  the  West.   In  1858,  after  a  series 
of  debates  with  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  Lincoln  was     Campaign  artifacts  of  i860. 
defeated  in  his  bid  for  the  United  States  Senate, 
but  gained  a  national  reputation. 

On  May  18,  1860,  Lincoln  was  nominated 
for  the  presidency  by  the  Republican  Party. 


The  Lincoln-Douglas  debates  of  1858  estabiistied  Lincoln's  antislavery  reputation. 


<y, 


CIVIL  WAR 

^Both  parties  deprecated  war;  but  one  of  them  would  msLke 
war  rather  than  let  the  nation  survive;  and  the  other  would 
accept  war  rather  than  let  it  perish.  And  the  war  came. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Second  Inaugural  Address,  March  4,  1865 
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Civil  War  Timeline 


December  1 860  -  South  Carolina  secedes  from 
the  Union 

January-IVlay  1861  -Mississippi,  Florida, 
Alabama,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Virginia, 
Arl<ansas,  Tennessee,  and  North  Carolina  secede 
from  the  Union 

February  1 86 1  -  Lincoln  travels  to 
Washington  and  enters  it  in  secret 

March  1861  -Lincoln  is  inaugurated  as  16th 
president 

March  1 86 1  -  The  Confederacy  calls  for 
00,000  volunteers 


April  1 86 1  -  Confederate  gunners  fire  on 
Fort  Sumter 

July  1 86 1  -  Confederate  forces  rout  the 
Union  army  at  Bull  Run,  near  Manassas, 
Virginia 

January  1 862  -  Edwin  Stanton  becomes 
Secretary  of  War 

April  1 862  -  The  Union  wins  at  Shiloh, 
Tennessee,  under  commanders  Grant  and  Buell 

April  1862  -  Union  naval  forces  under 
David  Farragut  capture  New  Orleans,  the 
Confederacy's  largest  city 

June  1 862  -  Robert  E.  Lee  becomes  the 
Confederate  commander  in  Virginia 

June  1862  -  Lincoln  signs  a  bill  prohibiting 
slavery  in  the  territories 

September  1 862  -  The  Union  wins  a  bloody 
battle  at  Antietam  Creek,  Maryland 

January  1863  -  Lincoln  signs  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation 

March  1863  -  Persons  of  African  descent 
enter  the  war  as  Union  soldiers 

July  1 863  -  Union  forces  defeat  Lee's  army  at 
Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 


October  1 863  -  Lincoln  proclaims  the  last 
Thursday  of  November  as  Thanksgiving  Day 

November  1 863  -  Lincoln  delivers  the 
Gettysburg  Address 

February  1 864  -  Lincoln  orders  a  draft  of 
500,000  men 

March  1864  -  Grant  is  named  lieutenant 
general 

September  1 864  -  Sherman  captures  Atlanta 
for  the  Union 

January  1 865  -  Fort  Fisher,  North  Carolina,  the 
Confederacy's  only  remaining  seaport,  is 
captured 


February  1 865  Lincoln  approves 
the  1 3th  Amendment 

''Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude, except  as  a  punishment  for 
crime  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within 
the  United  States..." 


April  9,  1 865  -  General  Robert  E.  Lee  of  the 
Confederacy  surrenders  his  army  to  General 
Ulysses  S.  Grant  of  the  Union 


The  Civil  War  was  viewed  from  different  perspectives  by  Lincoln's  cabinet,  generals,  and  common  soldiers. 
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THE  FIERY  TRIAL 

^^IVe  cannot  have  a  free  government  without  elections,..  ^ 

Abraham  Lincoln,  November  10,  1864 

The  Civil  War,  Abraham  Lincoln  wrote,  was  "a  people's  contest"  to  determine 
the  future  of  the  American  experiment.  For  the  first  two  years  the  contest  did  not 
go  well,  as  Lincoln  appointed  one  general  after  another  in  his  quest  for  victory. 
When  Union  forces  finally  won  a  narrow  victory  at  Antietam  in  September  1862, 
Lincoln  took  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  issue  the  Emancipation  Proclamation, 
freeing  enslaved  people  in  the  South. 

In  1863,  the  tide  of  war  turned  at  Gettysburg  and  Vicksburg,  but  many  hard 
months  of  struggle  remained  ahead.  In  the  Gettysburg  Address  on  November  19, 
1863,  Lincoln  heartened  the  North  with  his  vision  of  a  "new  birth  of  freedom" 
emerging  from  the  horrors  of  war. 

1864  was  an  election  year.  To  risk  changing  leaders  in  the  middle  of  a  civil 
war  was  dangerous,  but  Lincoln  argued  that  free  elections  were  essential.  He 
was  triumphantly  re-elected,  due  in  part  to  the  overwhelming  support  of  the 
common  soldiers  of  the  North.  "George  Washington  was  the  father  of  our  country," 
wrote  George  Squier,  a  Union  soldier  from  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  "Abraham  Lincoln 
was  the  savior  of  our  nation." 

In  his  Second  Inaugural  Address  on  March  4,  1865,  Lincoln  began  the  process 
of  healing.  "With  malice  toward  none;  with  charity  for  all;  with  firmness  in  the 
right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are 
in...,  to  do  all  which  may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just,  and  a  lasting  peace,  among 
ourselves,  and  with  all  nations." 
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Inkwell  Lincoln  used  for  signing  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation. 

"That  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  all 
persons  held  as  slaves  within 
any  state  or  designated  part 
of  a  state,  the  people  whereof 
shall  then  be  in  rebellion 
against  the  United  States, 
shall  be  then,  thenceforward, 
and  forever  free...  '^ 

Emancipation  Proclamation, 
January  1,  1863 


^BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITEd  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
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mill  n>  a  f  1  md  npcetuiry  war  mciwiiro  Fk  .ij|ipn>«iiiff  mid  rebellion,  io,  on  IhU  drat  day  of 
JniiiuiTy,  in  tiio  joaj  uf  oiu  LunJ  udd  ih.iuun.l  tl)!+it  hntnlro  1  an.l  iLxty-ibroc,  ami  to  iDoortl- 
iiaM  with  n.y  {lortiont  •>  (*.  Jo,  publ.dj-  prucLiiucd  for  tbo  full  jwriud  aT  on*  l)uir<In!<l  iId^h 
fVoiu  tho  day  nr*t  above  [Motiitiod,  order  and  ikwiffoaU  na  Uic  Hlutca  ant)  pirta  of  fitaU* 
nbardntlitpcotileUicraii'',  r»pocUvi?ly, are  Ihlf  ifny  In  r«b«lllaQ  ft^ojiut  the  L'sitod  MNt«*,lJM} 
ToBoiriiift,  t>  win  AMAJiaii.  Iex/p.  LoonLUr.i.  (excejit  il»  rnrui™  of  St.  Ilemarl,  Plaqaa- 
mln™,  JpffliMnn,  Su  Join,  8t  CIiotIm,  81.  Jnmw,  Aarcation,  AuamptiDn,  Torro  I><niaa,  Ia- 
fmirdio,  St.  Mm-y,  Si.  Marlln,  anJ  OrlwirM,  Iricln/ling  \\\p  City  r.f  N«w  Orhaiu.)  MtiMUim, 
AUBAHA.  FuMUDi,  GmenM.S>-mi  Cirw.ua*.  Noura  C«Wji.ini.  a.iu  Vlmlisu,  [rx'C|it  Ilio  FoTty. 
aiglil  Foanlu-a  dMJgijitgil  i*  ^titt  Vtrgicu,  an  J  nbo  tbo  wnJEtia*  of  Btrkolcy,  Aicomar,  KotlJi- 
aniiiliHv  tliwlMth  niy.  Yoili,  Priiu-Mi  Ann,  and  Norfolli,  jnelu<ling  the  ciliw  of  Nvriiilk 
nod  PiitflDoutti.)  wkI  wLk!i  cxttjrli^J  |intU  (in>  for  thn  prMert  lyfl  piuUvly  ai  if  tlili 
proclanalian  froro  uol  inMicd. 

Aikl  by  lirtor  iif  thn  poncr  ami  fur  Um  ),cn>o>o  ufure-mj,  1  Jo  unlcr  ami  ilcclare  that 
nU porautu  livM  na  tiuviii  nilbiu  atkl  tlLsiKn^lod  Stalti  nml  ]ar1.i  of  ftlntoa  ure  nod  bonro- 
Ibrwofcl  *lwill  IwOiJPi  uikI  llul  Ibti  KxoinUvL'  i{.,>iriii05iit  of  lljc  I'uiuJ  I3i»iip,i(irliilli%' 
Hie  nu'Rury  uml  n^vnl  auUK.ritiiM  ttiorvof,  «<tl  i*c«fR)iao  aiul  nuinlum  tbu  rr(4<!cia  nf  said 

Aud  I  liWtfby  onjnrn  ujwn  tho  iicogdo  bo  lii-clnnsl  U  \k  rrto  Ia  nb^tain  fw*B  all  i  ioloiii!o, 
i!nL<u  In  noTJ^iuary  aclMorpiir^i';  inJ  I  ro?nninu>itJ  t'>  Uicnt  thai,  in  all  cAttt  wtion  nlltmcd. 
Un-y  labuT  faitbfullj  fur  kibhmuiIiI-  •imn^. 

Atid  I  furll.ci  JaIjifg  ittuJ  ouLc  Itnonn  tl^  mcIi  [K.tS'm.'',  ufaaiUbta  nindlu'nB,  irllt  l« 
rouoivMl  i:itii  Itw  nnncii  riTnce  of  tho  United  Slalom,  to  ptiruon  fortui  ituaitioaa,  tlatiunK,  luul 
(ithor  pkiTM,  nnil  ti  imm  vrwioli  n(  ill  iMirti  bi  iM  uirvn-c. 

AimI  DjMn  this  ott.  ninccnly  t>cliai  cl  ti  bu  oo  luA  vt  jiuiiu)  ownnted  by  Itu-  (Vmdi- 
Intlon  u\A,n  (DJlllfUy  owvuily,  I  i>iVi>h<:  Ihn  uiiMdcmlojudfraiciitDf  monkiml  ar.I  Utcgracioin 
IVvrirof  AIiul(;lily  (It) 

la  vilncM  wbrrcnf  [  Wc  hrmmlo  wt  ny  binJ  !in<l  cnu»''<l  llr  •«u|  i>r  lbs  I  Ltt'hl 
StatH  Id  butiniied. 


Uuno  allLf  I'm  iir  WxHUiviTini  thiti  Uril  Jny  of  .iHiiiinry,  b)  l\\»  votr  ut  oat 
1  U  i;.]                      Ur<l  on«  lli'iuviii-l  cijibL  litiudnj<l  anj  ->^lytlir<^.  and  uf  tku  Ivdujwu- 
ilcr.':^-  </  tU  DniUKi  SIsiU*  uT  Aiuarim  Via  aifiLty-uvvoLh 

>   - : 

By  ttn  l'r^«  J«ol :                                            i/^Sj  ^'  Z'^''  ^  <«*vC^-^ 

^•^_       //'^■.i^<..-       ^        S.rl..n,r-fSf^.. 

\  n*  -■*TT.  •»■«>  «■  iBU«"r*  ""J^-*"  "f  U«  l*^U«l  i 'rt  «■  BwmUft •'»•** 

^^ 

,    >'>^'    '/  -■''   ---.-^'^^vy- 

A  Lincoln  signed  copy  of  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation. 


tn 
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.  \l,iT.4. 


O/Vr---    JV- 


V'-^^    £,  f£ 


^%incoln  was  the  first 
great  man  that  I  talked  with 
in  the  United  States  freely, 
who  in  no  single  instance 
reminded  me  of  the  difference 
between  himself  and  myself, 
of  the  difference  of  color. '' 

Frederick  Douglass 


A  letter  dated  March  II,  1864,  from  Lincoln  to 
Secretary  of  War  Edwin  Stanton 


C  J-\ 


A- 


Note  dated  November  27,  1863,  from  Lincoln  to 
Secretary  of  State  William  Seward. 
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FORD'S  THEATRE  AND  BEYOND 


Black  Friday:  April  14,  1865 

After  a  week  in  which  Lee's  surrender  had 
effectively  ended  the  war,  the  President  relaxed 
with  his  family.  Lincoln  breakfasted  with  his  son, 
Captain  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  who  had  just  arrived 
from  Appomattox.  The  president  and  Mrs.  Lincoln 
enjoyed  a  late-afternoon  carriage  ride  around 
Washington.  The  Lincolns  had  tickets  to  Our 
American  Cousin,  starring  the  talented  and 
popular  actress  Laura  Keene.  Accompanied  by  two 
guests.  Major  Henry  Rathbone  and  his  fiancee 
Clara  Harris,  the  Lincolns  arrived  at  Ford's  Theatre 
at  8:30  p.m.,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  state  box. 

At  approximately  10:15  p.m.,  Lincoln  was 
shot  from  behind  at  close  range.  The  bullet 
penetrated  his  brain,  and  he  slumped  forward  in 
his  rocking  chair,  bleeding  and  unconscious.  His 
assassin,  John  Wilkes  Booth,  was  a  longtime 
Confederate  sympathizer.  A  noted  actor,  Booth  ^°^"  ^'^^"  ^°°^^  ^^^^^^^ 
had  free  access  to  Ford's  Theatre.  As  Major  Rathbone  struggled  with  Booth,  the 
assassin  stabbed  him  in  the  arm.  Booth  then  lost  his  balance  as  he  leaped  twelve 
feet  to  the  stage  below,  where  he  landed  hard  enough  to  break  a  small  bone  above 
his  left  ankle.  People  in  the  audience  heard  Booth  shout,  "Sic  semper  tyrannis!" 
before  he  fled.  This  Latin  phrase,  the  motto  of  the  State  of  Virgina,  means  thus 
ever  to  tyrants!  Lincoln  was  carried  to  a  nearby  house,  where  he  died  the  next 
morning,  April  15,  1865,  at  7:22  a.m. 


II 


The  nation 
had  never 
before 
■>  experienced 
the 

assassination 
of  a 

beloved 
leader 


Lock  of  Lincoln's  hair  in 
commemorative  locket. 

(#45501 


Funeral  artifacts  on  exhibit  include  a  bayonet  from  the  funeral  honor 
guard  and  a  rose  that  lay  on  Lincoln's  coffin.   Between  April  2 1  and  May 
3,  1 865,  a  funeral  train  retraced  nearly  the  same  route  that  Lincoln  had 
taken  to  Washington  in  1861 .   In  every  town  huge  crowds  of  mourners 
met  the  train  -  even  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 


When  Lilacs  Last  in  the 
Dooryard  Bloom'd 


A  piece  of  towel  used 
to  bandage  Lincoln's 
head.  {#945} 


"With  processions  long 
and  winding  and  the 
flambeaus  of  the  night, 
With  the  countless 
torches  lit  -  -  with  the 
silent  sea  of  faces  and 
the  unbared  heads, 
With  the  waiting  de- 
pot, the  arriving  cof- 
fin, and  the  sombre 
faces.,. 

With  the  tolling,  toll- 
ing bells*  perpetual 
clang. 

Here!  coffin  that 
slowly  passes,  I  give 
you  my  sprig  of  lilac." 

Walt  Whitman 


A  grieving  nation  remembered  Lincoln  as  the  savior  of 
the  Union  and  martyr  to  liberty. 
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THE  LINCOLN  IMAGE 

In  1860,  a  political  ally  advised  Abraham  Lincoln:  "I  am  coming  to  believe 
that  likenesses  spread  broad  cast,  are  excellent  means  of  electioneering."  He  was 
right:  such  "likenesses"  proved  an  excellent  means  of  not  only  electing  Lincoln 
but  immortalizing  him  as  well.  Lincoln  often  posed  for  photographers,  painters 
and  sculptors.  Despite  his  modesty  about  his  physical  appearance,  he  recognized 
the  potential  of  the  fine  arts  to  improve  his  public  image. 


14 


15 


THE  LINCOLN  FAMILY  ALBUM 


Lincoln  family,  engraving  by  Buttre  from  a  painting  by  Francis  Carpenter,  1867.  (#i48) 
Left  to  right:  Mary,  Willie,  Robert,  Tad,  and  Abraham. 


Mary  Todd  Lincoln  was  43  when 
her  husband  took  office  as  President. 
Feeling  all  eyes  upon  her  she  strove  to 
excel  in  her  new  role.  She  redecorated 
the  shabby  Executive  Mansion,  where 
at  first  she  hosted  galas  and  levees  in 
fine  array.  But  the  death  of  her  son 
Willie  in  February  1862  plunged  her 
and  the  White  House  into  mourning. 

Politically  sophisticated  and  well- 
educated,  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  had 
ambitions  as  presidential  hostess  and 
household  manager  that  outran  her 
financial  resources.  She  ran  up  sizeable 
debts  for  furnishings  and  clothes, 
angering  her  usually  supportive 
husband. 
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Mary  Lincoln  Introduced 
elegance  to  the  White  House. 


Willie  Lincoln's  death  in  1862  was 
a  terrible  blow.  Maiy  had  lost  two  of 
her  four  sons,  Eddie  (in  1850)  and 
Willie,  and  she  would  not  be  comforted. 
She  dressed  in  black,  wrote  letters  on 
black  bordered  stationery,  and  turned 
to  spiritualist  mediums  who  said  they 
could  help  her  contact  her  dead 
children. 

The  loss  of  her  husband  broke 
Mary  Lincoln's  spirit.  Harassed  by 
money  problems  and  public  criticism, 
she  escaped  to  Europe  with  her  young 
son  Tad;  he  was  ill  when  they  returned 
home  in  1871,  and  died  soon  after. 


Mary's  only  surviving  son,  Robert, 
was  a  successful  Chicago  lawyer.  His 
mother's  eccentricities  were  of  deep 
concern  to  him.  When  Mary  became 
convinced  in  1875  that  Robert  was 
dying  (he  was  in  perfect  health) ,  he  took 
her  to  court.  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  was 
pronounced  insane  and  sent  to  a 
mental  asylum  for  four  months. 

Declared  sane  the  following  year, 
Mary  made  a  final  trip  to  Europe  before 
secluding  herself  at  the  home  of  her 
sister,  Elizabeth  Todd  Edwards,  in 
Springfield.    She  died  there  in  1882. 


The  Lincolns' 
own  photos  of 
Willie  and  Tad 
'^^^k    tell  the  family's 
f\  story. 


A  commemorative  fan  made  in  Paris  circa  1866.  (#4378) 


Mary  Todd 
Lincoln's  lace 

shawl.  (#1434) 
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REMEMBERING  LINCOLN 


Lincoln's  name  and  face  can  be  found  everywhere. 

Lincoln  is  one  of  the  most 
memorialized  individuals  in  Amierican 
popular  culture.  There  are  many  ways 
in  which  Lincoln's  legacy  permeates 
almost  every  facet  of  American  life. 


"Fellow  Citizens,  we 
cannot  escape  history. 
We.., will  be  remembered  in 
spite  of  ourselves.  No 
personal  significance,  or 
insignificance,  can  spare  one 
or  another  of  us.  The  fiery 
trial  through  which  we  pass 
will  light  us  down,  in  honor 
or  dishonor,  to  the  latest 
generation." 

Abraham  Lincoln 
Message  to  Congress, 
December  1,  1862 


Stepping  bacli  in  time. 
Playing  dress  up  in  period  costumes. 
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DEAR  MR.  LINCOLN 


Children  of  all  ages  feel  a  strong 
personal  connection  to  Abraham 
Lincoln.  He  is  a  hero  to  many 
throughout  the  world,  as  expressed 
through  poems,  letters,  and  drawings. 


Writing  a  letter  to  Mr.  Lincoln. 


'BJZBJ: 


'ZOCL 


<4^iJ-p   or    (ke^ip^ux  -vm 
1-^.^dv 


'-^5;  ill 


I     '^acV\^ 


Up  only  yoM.  w^f £-  -3  live 
-ff   See  fhiS:.    H'lcr-gi/Mc 

D1NAI4 


■'  ^--...^t5V~l\ 
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THE  EXPERIMENT  CONTINUES 


Lincoln's  legacy  still  speaks  to  us  directly,  reminding  us  of  our  place,  and  his,  in  the  continuation  of  the 
American  Experiment  in  human  freedom. 


How  would  you  respond  to  the  following  questions? 

Do  you  believe,  as  Lincoln  did,  that  the  American  Experiment  has  proven  to 
be  a  success  so  far? 

Based  on  your  experience,  is  the  American  Experiment  still  working  today? 

Reflecting  on  society  at  large,  is  the  American  Experiment  working  for  most 
Americans? 

As  you  consider  the  United  States  today,  do  you  think  the  American 
Experiment  will  succeed  in  the  future? 
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A  LINCOLN  GALLERY 


^^Let  us  have  faith  that  right  makes  might,  and  in  that  faith, 
let  us  to  the  end,  dare  to  do  our  duty  as  we  understand  it, '' 

Abraham  Lincoln,  Cooper  Institute  speech, 

February  27,  1860. 

From  his  earliest  years  in  public 

life,  Abraham  Lincoln  has  provided  ^^-y:"   ■1»WflTi  Mt.  Rushmore 

artists  with  an  endlessly  challenging  ^fQS^'  -/jBP^^^I^       National 

subject.   His  expressive  face,  deep  grey  mSBSK^m  ^       Memorial 

eyes,  and  imposing  stature  are  the 
outward  signs  of  the  wisdom  and  spirit 
that  artists  have  sought  to  capture  in 
their  portraits. 


"  The  very  face  that  looked 
down  upon  us  that  night  is 
here;  the  sad  eyes,  the  patient 
furrows.., the  story  on  the  lips 
told  in  everlasting  silence." 


Sculptor  William  M.  Swayne,  circa 


model. 

Gutzon 

Borglum, 

1961  (#4551/ 


rat  man- 


"^SS'''-"^ 


„  rem""' 


a,  all  <■>.•■'»•  ='»"'," 

10  be  hn""' "  f """ 
being  J  lawvi'r 
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A  LINCOLN  GALLERY  CONTINUED 


Ohe  true  representati-fe  of  this  continent...." 

'Riilph  ]VaI?(<  'Emerson 
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COLLECTIONS 


300  documents  signed  by  Abraham  Lincoln 

18,000  books 

7,000  19th  century  prints,  engravings,  and 

newspapers 

5,000  original  19th  century  photographs 

200,000  newspaper  and  magazine  clippings 

350  sheet  music  titles 

Scores  of  period  artifacts  and  Lincoln  family  belongings 

Rare  copy  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  signed  by 

Abraham  Lincoln  for  a  charity  fair  in  June  1 864 

Extensive  manuscript  collections 

Lincoln  Family  Album  photographs  / 
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Young  Lincoln  bust, 

Avard  Fairbanks,  1 942  (#304  iBj 


Life  masl<,  Clarl<  IVIills,  1864  (#4 553 j  -j 


PRESERVATION  AND  RESEARCH 


The  research 
collection  is  stored 
in  the 

environmentally 
controlled  vault. 

Temperature,  light 
and  humidity  are 
controlled  to 
provide  the  best 
environment  for 
the  museum's 
collection  of 
paintings,  prints, 
and  engravings. 


The  Collections  Department  is 
responsible  for  the  preservation, 
conservation,  and  use  of  the  collection. 
The  collection  materials  are  available  for 
all  varieties  and  levels  of  study.  Students, 
authors,  musicians,  publishers, 
educators,  media  production  researchers, 
and  the  general  public  will  all  find  accurate 
information  on  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  research  department  welcomes 
email,  letters,  and  telephone  requests,  as 
well  as  research  visits  to  our  Reading 
Room.  Please  contact  us  for  any  Lincoln 
related  question,  and  be  sure  to  call  and 
make  advance  arrangements  for  an 
appointment.  Tuesday  through  Friday, 
10:00-12:00  and  1:00-5:00. 
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THE  LINCOLN  MUSEUM 

The  Lincoln  Museum  was  founded  in  1928  by  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  The  Company  had  adopted  the 
Lincoln  name  in  1905  with  the  permission  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  and  established 
the  Museum  as  a  tribute  to  his  father. 

Today  the  Museum  is  supported  by  its  members  across  the  country,  who 
receive  the  Museum's  bulletin  Lincoln  Lore  (founded  in  1929),  and  by  the  Friends 
of  The  Lincoln  Museum,  as  well  as  by  the  Lincoln  Financial  Group  Foundation 
and  other  individual  and  corporate  supporters.  For  information  on  how  you  can 
help  the  Museum  fulfill  its  mission  to  preserve  and  interpret  the  history  and 
legacy  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  please  call  (219)  455-3864. 

The  Lincoln  Museum  offers  a  number  of  programs  each  year,  from  Lincoln 's 
Birthday  oxv  February  12,  featuring  performances  by  students  from  local  schools, 
to  the  prestigious  annual  R.  Gerald McMurtry  Lecture,  presented  on  the  Saturday 
nearest  September  22,  the  date  when  Lincoln  issued  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation  in  1862,  to  the  family-oriented  Victorian  Holiday 'nx  December. 


The  museum  is  conveniently  located  in  the  heart  of  downtown  Fort  Wayne, 
within  walking  distance  of  hotels,  restaurants,  and  other  attractions.  The  facility  is 
completely  accessible  and  offers  free  parking  to  visitors.  Group  rates  and  tours  diXQ 
available  by  reservation.  The  facilities  are  also  available  for  rent.  The  Lincoln  Museum 
Store  features  a  wide  selection  of  historical  and  educational  products  related  to  the 
life  and  times  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Hours:  Tuesday  -  Saturday,  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.,  Sunday,  1  -  5  p.m. 

Closed  on  Monday  and  major  holidays. 

Call  for  current  admission  rates  and  driving  instructions. 

Phone:  (^t9)  455-3864  Fax:  (2^)  455-6922 
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The  Lincoln  Museum 

200  East  Berry  Street,  P.O.  Box  7838 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801-7838 

(219)   455-3864 

www.TheLincolnMuseum.org 
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